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REVIEW OF PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCIES 2023 
 

 
1. Summary 

 

1.1 To consider the proposal from the Boundary Commission for England, for changes 
to the Dartford Constituency.  
 

2. RECOMMENDATION 
 
2.1  That the Boundary Commission for England’s proposal as detailed in para. 

3.16 of the report be considered and that any comments to the proposal be 
referred to the General Assembly of Council to inform its response to the 
Boundary Commission for England.  

 
3. Background and Discussion 
 

3.1. On the 8 June 2021, the Boundary Commission for England (BCE), an 
independent and impartial non-departmental public body, published its 
initial proposals for the new parliamentary constituencies. The proposals 
set out to increase the overall number of constituencies in England and 
make them more equal in terms of the numbers of electors each 
contains.  

3.2. The 2023 Review of Parliamentary Constituencies was formally 
launched by the BCE in January 2021. Due to population changes since 
the last review, the number of electors in some constituencies is much 
higher than in others. 

3.3. The changes made in the 2020 Parliamentary Constituencies Act meant 
that the proposals in the 2018 review were not implemented. 

3.4. Kent, including Medway Council (a unitary authority), is mathematically 
entitled to 18.05 constituencies: its allocation of 18 constituencies is an 
increase of one. Ten of these constituencies have electorates within the 
permitted electorate range and the remaining seven constituencies are 
above the 5% limit. 

3.5. Currently, the Dartford Constituency takes in parts of Sevenoaks 
(Appendix A) for Parliamentary elections.  The initial 2023 proposal for 
the Dartford Constituency is that parts of Dartford - Darenth Ward and 
Wilmington, Sutton-at-Hone and Hawley Ward should move to 
Sevenoaks (Appendix B). 

3.6. An eight week consultation period has commenced, where the BCE is 
encouraging residents to give their views on the proposals. Residents 
can take part in the BCE’s survey and view maps showing the proposed 
new boundaries and provide feedback before the consultation closes on 
2 August 2021. People can comment on anything from where the 
proposed new boundary lines are, to the names of the constituencies. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/937209/PPN_08_20_Procurement_Policy_Note_Introduction_of_Find_a_Tender.pdf
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There will be a further two rounds of consultation in 2022. Following the 
conclusion of all three consultation periods, the BCE will look at all the 
evidence received, before forming its final recommendations.   

3.7. The review timetable is as follows: - 

 

 

3.8. As the review is trying to equalise the number of electors, there are rules 
for the recommended size of constituency across the UK – apart from 
five specified exceptions. 

3.9. The BCE recommended size for each constituency is smaller than 
69,724 and no larger than 77,062: 

  

  

 

 

 

 

3.10. As at the 1 June 2021, the current Dartford Constituency (including the 
Sevenoaks element) has a Parliamentary electorate of 82,167 which is 
larger than the maximum permitted in the review. 

3.11. Registered Parliamentary electors within Dartford borough boundaries is 
currently 77,402.  Therefore, the Dartford Constituency cannot be 
coterminous with the borough boundary as originally proposed in the 
2018 review. 

77,402 
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3.12. As at the 1 June 2021, the Parliamentary electorate for the proposed 

area to be moved to Sevenoaks is as follows: 

Darenth Ward     1945 

Wilmington, Sutton-at-Hone & Hawley Ward 6070 

3.13. Whilst conducting the Local Government Boundary Review in 2018, it 
was identified that there would be significant growth in the Borough of 
Dartford and the forecasts undertaken at that time predicted that by 
2023, there would be 88,995 local electors in the Borough and it is likely 
that further changes will be needed when the BCE conduct a further 
review in eight years. 

3.14. Due to geographic factors, there are limitations which areas could be 
moved to a different constituency to meet the electorate threshold.  The 
west is bounded to a London authority and to the north, the River 
Thames which divides any local ties. 

3.15. Sevenoaks District and Gravesham Borough boundaries are the only 
neighbouring authorities which could be considered. 

3.16. The BCE comments on the initial proposals for the Kent sub-region state:  

“We consider that it would not be possible to retain the Sevenoaks, and 
Faversham and Mid Kent constituencies unchanged, due to their 
adjacency with existing constituencies now above the permitted 
electorate range. We propose that the Sevenoaks constituency include 
the Wilmington, Sutton-at-Hone & Hawley, and Darenth wards from 
Dartford district, creating a local authority crossing around the River 
Darent, which would also bring together the South Darenth community 
that crosses the current boundary. The Dartford constituency would 
therefore be located entirely within Dartford district, as it no longer needs 
to include the Hartley and Hodsoll Street ward.”1 

3.17. The review process is heavily informed by public consultation. In light of 
all the views expressed about these initial proposals, the BCE may 
revise them and then conduct a further round of written consultation on 
the revised proposals. 

4. Relationship to the Corporate Plan 
Not applicable 

 
5. Financial, legal, staffing and other implications and risk assessments* 
 

Financial Implications None 

Legal Implications None 

 

                                            
1 https://boundarycommissionforengland.independent.gov.uk/2023-review/south-east/initial-
proposals-for-new-parliamentary-constituency-boundaries-in-the-south-east-
region/page/5/#lg_initial-proposals-for-the-kent-sub-region  

https://boundarycommissionforengland.independent.gov.uk/2023-review/south-east/initial-proposals-for-new-parliamentary-constituency-boundaries-in-the-south-east-region/page/5/#lg_initial-proposals-for-the-kent-sub-region
https://boundarycommissionforengland.independent.gov.uk/2023-review/south-east/initial-proposals-for-new-parliamentary-constituency-boundaries-in-the-south-east-region/page/5/#lg_initial-proposals-for-the-kent-sub-region
https://boundarycommissionforengland.independent.gov.uk/2023-review/south-east/initial-proposals-for-new-parliamentary-constituency-boundaries-in-the-south-east-region/page/5/#lg_initial-proposals-for-the-kent-sub-region
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Staffing Implications None 

Administrative 
Implications 

None  

Risk Assessment No uncertainties and/or constraints 

 
6. Details of Exempt Information Category 
 

 Not applicable 
 

7. Appendices 
 

Appendix A – Current Parliamentary Constituency for Dartford 
Appendix B – BCE Proposed Parliamentary Constituency for Dartford 
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